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MODULE INTRODUCTION 



This is the last Module of the course on Open Access for researchers. So far 
you have studied about Open Access, its history, advantages, initiatives, 
copyrights and licensing, evaluation matrix for research - all in the context of 
scholarly communication. In this Module with just two units, we would like to 
help you share your work in Open Access though repositories and journals. 

At the end of this module, you are expected to be able to: 

• Understand the publication process involved in dissemination of scholarly 
works; 

• Choose appropriate Open Access journals and repositories for sharing 
research results; 

• Use social media to promote personal research work and build reputation. 

In Unit 1, we discuss the research publication process at five stages - planning 
stage, preparing stage, pre -publication stage, publication stage and post- 
publication stage. We emphasize the importance of social media in sharing and 
making your work visible to the target groups. 

In Unit 2, we focus on sharing your research through OA repositories and 
Journals. First we discussed the different types of repositories to select and 
highlighted the steps that you may consider including deposit in your own 
institutional repositories or in global open repositories. We then discuss the 
sources of finding and deciding on OA journals. This unit also provides 
guidance on choosing the right OA journals, as the quality of OA journals is 
often questioned. 





UNIT 1 THE PUBLISHING PROCESS 



Structure 

1 .0 Introduction 

1 . 1 Learning Outcomes 

1 .2 Research for Publication 

1.2.1 Planning Stage 

1.2.2 Preparing Stage 

1.2.3 Pre-Publication Stage 

1.2.4 Publication Stage 

1 .2.5 Post Publication Stage 

1 .3 Using Social Media 

1 .4 Let Us Sum Up 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 



In an academic research environment, scholarly communications become 
central part of the deliberations. Many a times, it your research work and 
publications that provides you identity in your discipline. Research 
communications are carried out using certain forms of research literature. Most 
important ones are peer-reviewed scholarly journals, conference proceedings, 
research monographs, dissertations and research reports. These types of 
research literature are popularly known as primary sources or primary 
literature as they provide first-hand testimony or direct evidence concerning a 
topic under investigation. 

While in Module 1 , you have learned about the scholarly communication 
process, in this unit we will discuss the steps in publishing a research paper. It 
may be noted that there are variations in practice, but we will discuss a more 
generic approach in this unit. 



1.1 LEARNING OUTCOMES 



At the end of this Unit, you are expected to be able to: 

• Explain the publication process involved in dissemination of scholarly 
works; 

• Clarify ethical issue related to authorship; 

• Select and identify suitable channel for publication of research work; 

• Use appropriate social media to share information about the publications 
and its finding. 



5 




Sharing Your 
Work in Open 
Access 



1.2 RESEARCH FOR PUBLICATION 



In the context of research publications, it is the nature and type of your 
research that will decide where your publication will be published. Your 
research work is central to your publications. Also, one particular research may 
produce several research outputs and therefore, several publications. The 
nature of these publications can be different depending on the nature of the 
journal and the audiences that you as the author would like to reach. You may 
like to share a work in progress in a conference to get comments on the peers, 
or you may like to publish a review article on related research on the topic of 
your study. It is also important that as research is carried out in collaboration 
with others, publications will follow the normal academic practices of sharing 
authorship with others. However, the type of publication, collaboration, where 
to publish the work, etc. will be decided by the research work itself. Therefore, 
we assume that you are working in an area of sufficient interest and potential 
for publication. Generally, to get published, you should follow a systematic 
approach. Of course, publication or not is related to the perceived quality of 
the work. 

From the perspective of the publication process, there are five stages: 

• Planning Stage 

• Preparing Stage 

• Pre-Publication Stage 

• Publication Stage 

• Post Publication Stage 

1.2.1 Planning Stage 

A research publication is a planned activity. While certainly aspects of 
research may be attributed to serendipity, publication is not a chance activity. 
Either you publish or you do not publish. In today’s world of publish or perish, 
it is not possible for any researcher to do research and not publish. Thus, it is 
important for you to plan your publications that you expect to arise out of your 
research work. The power balance in the research environment may not always 
favour a systematic approach to plan for publications, but having clarity about 
issues related to authorship, type of publication and where you want to publish 
would certainly help in improving the quality of your work. 

• Authorship: It is not uncommon to see that authorship is determined by 
laboratory or departmental politics, where people with power and status 
decide who receive credits. However, in the interest of the research and 
ethical practice, it is important to decide the issue of authorship from the 
beginning, collaboratively. As authorship provides peer recognition and 
establishes credibility, it is important for any young researcher. However, 
many a times, it is decided by experience and seniority as to who will be 
named first in the publication. While different professional associations 
have guidelines for authorship, we recommend that authorship issues are 
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